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children are sacred, business is sacred,
America is sacred, Masonic lodges and college
clubs are sacred. This feeling grows out of
the good opinion he wishes to have of these
things, and serves to maintain it. If he <jid
not regard all these things as sacred he might
come to doubt sometimes if they were wholly
good. Of this kind, too, is the idealism of
single ladies in reduced circumstances who
can see the soul of beauty in ugly things, and
are perfectly happy because their old dog has
such pathetic eyes, their minister is so
eloquent, their garden with its three sun-
flowers is so pleasant, their dead friends were
so devoted, and their distant relations are
so rich.

Consider now the great emptiness of
America: not merely the primitive physical
emptiness, surviving in some regions, and
the continental spacing of the chief natural
features, but also the moral emptiness of a
settlement where men and even houses are
easily moved about, and no one, almost, lives
where he was born or believes what he has
been taught. Not that the American has
jettisoned these impedimenta in anger; they
have simply slipped from him as he moves.